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A Little History..
The Dunbar Historical Society is a small community non-profit

organization whose mission is to preserve and share
the rich heritage of this southwestern Pennsylvania town and

surrounding area.

LocEted in Fayette County, Dunbar was near the center of the
Connellsville Coke Region, an area of rtch coal, stretching about 50

miles from Latrobe at the north to Fairchance in
southern Fayette Gounty.

Employment at the Dunbar Furnace and its allied
industries brought thousands of immigrant workers to the area in the

mid to late 1800's and early 1900's.

llYanting to preserve some of that heritage, the Society
decided in 2006 to build a coke oven to original Frick plans with the

goal to preserve and promote the town's rich industrial heritage.
Unfortunately, no visitor-fiiendly beehive coke ovens remain for people

to leam about this industry.

Little did the members know of the exhausting, wonderful, exciting,
journey on which they were about to embart. Thls booklet will illustrate

the work and dedication it took to croate the beehive coke oven that
now proudly stands in the middle of Dunbar Boroughl

But 'What &e HecI is Coke?'

Brieffy. coke is the remainc of Ore controlled burning of coal. Goal
would be dropped into the ovcn llrough the trunnel head and leveled.

The coke oven door ic then $aled with only a small air hole for
controlling the burn- Allor 48 to 72 hours, the by-products of the
coal--gas, tar, ammonh-at€ hrmed off and all that remaina is

coke.".an almost pure form of carbon and an excellent fuel for the iron
and eventraly the eteel industty.

The coke workers raftrred to the burned coal as a
'coal cake' because of how it lootod r{ren the oven d-gor.was ogened

ater the burn. The two rorde uere shortened from
COal-caKE to GO-KE.
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Beautiful Cut Stone from the Mid-19th Century
Bryson House was Donated to the Dunbar

Historical Society by Owners Karen Ross (Below)
and the Late Louis Ross
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Fayette Central Railroad Tourists
Get a 'Railside' View of the

Coke Oven Progress

A View from Above as the

0ven Oven and Wall Go Up

Liner Bricks



Pictures Showing the Transition Between the Oven and the

0ven Front Electricity was Added for Evening lllumination



The Crown Completed and Outside Wall Built Up

GE

Arch View from
lnside

Building Up the Outside

Trunnel View from
lnside

Sione Mason Barry Pritchard

The SalientAngle in Masonry

Scottdale, PA

Stone Wall. Corner Height
Shown (below) Will Be the

Top of Wall. Part of the
Crown Will Be Left

Exposed for Educational
Purposes
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This oven's outside
stone wall is sloped in

1 inch for every 12
inches of height for
strength. lt is called

the "batter.'
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The 0ven Face & The 'DU N BAR- Brick

The'DtlNBAR" Brick was
Made in the Late 't800s
Right Here in Dunbar!

It was
res

The Completed Arch
& Position of the

Dunbar Brick



The Dome and the
Preservation Project

Normally, the dome of the beehive would not be
visible in a working beehive coke oven. This

beehive coke oven was designed to be used for
educational purposes and so the dome was left

exposed so it could be viewed.

A specialfundn&erras held to raise funds to add a
concrete top and lpc&rl preservative to the dome.

The completed outsftle stone wall dimensions are 20
x 20 feet square and 12leet in overall height from

ground to top of oven. The inside floor measures 12
feet 6 inches in diameter and the height from floor to

trunnel head is 8 feet.

'ha



THE HISTORIC
LANDMARK PLAQUE

THIS PLAQUE,
DESIGNATING THE

BEEHIVE COKE
OVEN AS A
NATIONAL
HISTORIC

LANDMARK, WAS
PRESENTED TO

THE DUNBAR
HISTORICAl.

SOCIETY BY ASM
INTERNATIONAL

AND PAM
SEIGHMAN ANB

ELAINE DEFRANK
OF PENN STATE.S
COAL AND COKE

HERITAGE CENTER,
FAYETTE THE

EBERLY CAMPUS.

SHOWN LEFT IS
THE PLAQUE

PLACED ON STONE
NEXT TO BEEHIVE

OVEN.
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Beehive Coke Oven
Ribbon-Cutting Dedication

May 1, 10
As part of the Dunbar Historical Society 1Sth anniversary

celebration on May 1,2A10, a ribbon-cutting and dedication
was held. The "Historic Landmark'Plaque was unveiled at

the ceremony. The Society also was presented

with a 'Special Recognition" by the
Dunbar Borough Council.

Ribbon-cutting by the builders

Coke Oven Cake
by'Cakes by Jerome"

and
20

Unveiling the plaque



Educational Prog ramming
While the beehive coke oven was built to honor our past,

sharing that past with students and other visitors is a maior goal of
the Dunbar Historical Society. Student field trips are now a reality. ln
partnership with the Fayette Central Railroad, the'Riding the Rails

to History" package is now available. Students ride the train to
Dunbar where they view the'Dunbar Goal and Coke Heritage'

program and then visit the beehive coke oven.

Bus tours, $heepskin trail riders, and visitors
arriving by car have lhe opportunity to learn about the beehive coke

ovon era. Since the project started in 2006, over 15,000 people
have visited the society

coming from 34 states and 7 countries to date.

The society has over 80 photo albums, dozens of
nswspapers, books, articles, and memorabilia generously donated

by cunent and former Dunbar residents.

Visit ou r website at www.dunbarhistoricalsociety. com

School Field Trip
ln the Oven!Bus Tour Group



r0gramm

lnside the beehive co

oven are self-guided si

which tell visitors abou
building materials.

lnside the DHS Center are
displays which help visitors
understand the coke oven

and how it worked.
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School Field Trip

At DHS Center for Program
and a Visit to the Goke Oven

Coke Oven

Educathnd th*l



While the beehive
coke oven is now
complete, the park
project is not done
yet. With additional
funding and more

hard work, the
project will be

completed! lt is fast
becoming a unique
tourist attraction in

Fayette County,

Why Not Come and Visit?

The Sheepskin
Trail, located next

to the Dunbar
Historical Society
Center and across

from the coke
oven park area,

brings walkers and
bikers to town.



THAI.IKS TO FUNBING $UPPORT FROM:

'Thc Alleghany Foundation
'$analor Rich Karunie

'Re prerontatiyr Dcberah Kulg
'Faycttc County Commirgloncr* Vicitcs, Zapotoaky aad Zimmerlink

'Ths Fayatto County Tourirm Granl Program
.Tha Communily Foundalion of Fayeito County

' Laurcl Highland: Msitors Burcau
. llYalmarl

r Brucc Pickcne and Thors ltfho Donaled to our Roof Pregeryellon Project
'Thc Coko Oven Patrone who bolicvcd ir thc proiact from lhe beginningl

THANKS TO LOCAL BUSINESSES, TEIIEERSAHD FRIEI{DS:

'Mnca'r Elcc&icel Saruice
' Curplrt Conctruction

' Dunbar fschinc Company
' llordr Faycilc County llunicipal Auihority

' Dsobar Volunteer Fire Dcparlment
' Dunbar Stono

' Garlotts Excavaling
'Allen Brotharr

'Albe*'Tuf Deillolt
' Ray Ebcrharl J,.

' Ths latc Louis Rota and $fc Karon for lhc beauliful etona for thc wall
' Form€r Oven Buildsr. Albert'Cuity' Caruco and Adam Buchhcit

' To all our momborc and frioads who holpcd raire fundr and provide lunchca
' Thc Dunbar Borough Gounoil for the Spccial Recqnifon

'ASll lnternational for tie Hirtoric Landmert Plaquc
'Elainc DcFrank and Pam Scfhmen-God and Cotc Ccntcr

TI{AilKATOTHE ITCREDIEI.E WORK OF
STOflE IAAOX BARtr PnITCHARD

Thc SatcilArlb L llory d8deb rtro volunteered
bsEtrtFCcetl

THANKS TO THE IAT.rUI]IEERSWTIO YYORKED SO HARDAND
DI LI G E NTLY TO TID ilG OYEX AND IIAI NTAI N TH E PARK:

George Mycrr H H, Pat Tdmbath, Ocnnis O- ilorrison,
John'Bud'Zurick, Davftl D;rr.hH Loury Paul Trimbath, Greg Lincoln, Selh Myerc,

Rich Renzi, John Qtfi,bh Bob Martin, Wame Rankin, Wyatt Frick
aad dbrlo stoppcd by and voluntcercd

Photor coulbry d liehael J. Ball, John Zurick, Albe.t Dellott,
Btrry Pritcherd and Donna Mycrs



DIRECTIONS
Dunbar, Pennsylvania is Located Between Connellsville and

Uniontown 1 mile off of Rt. 119.
Traveling North on Rl. 't19:

Turn right at light at Butchko's Salvage.
Traveling South on Rt. 119:

Turn left at light at Butchko's Salvage.

TOWN MAP
A VIE1W FROM IHE PABI(

This 'View from the ParF lep of Dunbar provides information on the buildings
that surround the CoIc Onco Perl .nd . 3hort history of Dunbar. Visitors can
also use it for a walling brl of bm- Gopies of the map are available at the

DuaDt HLbrical Society Center.

We are opcn S&rdryr tl AM-4 PM or by appointment.
C all 7 24 -27 7 -88OO (Lrrc mesrag e) or 7 24 -27 7 -844 I (Secreta ry)

See project vidco:, :lkle shows and historical information by
visiting our rebritc at: www.dunbarhistoricalsociety.com

Donalions are gratefully appreciated and tax-deductible.
Our Facility ie now air-conditioned thanks to the Fayette County Tourism Grant

Program and the Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau

@wffi
fthbr tlio.i, so.irYt
:OXE OYEN PABI( E6
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